
Eno River Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (ERUUF) 
4907 Garrett Road 
Durham, NC 27707 

 
Request for Proposals 

 

To Design, Construct, and Install a New Flaming 
Chalice in Our Sanctuary 

 
Submit proposals to: ChaliceTeam@eruuf.org 
Submission deadline: November 1, 2018 
 
Please direct pre-proposal inquiries to the Chalice Team at the email address above. Do 
not call or email the church office. The Chalice Team asks you to help us protect the 
time and energy of our hard-working paid staff, who have delegated this process to our 
team. 

OBJECTIVE 
The Flaming Chalice is a ritual object that is lit at the beginning of services in most 
Unitarian Universalist congregations. ERUUF wishes to replace the temporary Chalice that 
is currently in use, which in turn replaced the original Chalice, broken accidentally.  

This RFP describes the criteria for a new Chalice broadly, so as not to inhibit or dilute a 
creative design solution. Our goal is to discover a new design that will be appropriate for our 
fellowship symbolically and physically. 

The Flaming Chalice has been the symbol of Unitarian Universalism (UU) for over 70 years. 
Its roots lie in the denomination’s involvement in refugee rescue and resettlement in World 
War II Europe. It is displayed in the Sanctuary, lit at the start of service, and extinguished 
after the service. It symbolizes many things: the light of reason, the search for truth, the 
warmth of community, and the flame of hope.  

There is no official Chalice design, and artistic creativity is welcome. Each congregation 
creates its own Chalice. An Internet search for “flaming chalice images” will provide many 
examples.  

For background on Unitarian Universalism, see the Web site of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association of Congregations (www.uua.org) as well as ERUUF’s own Web site, 
www.eruuf.org. 

  



ENVIRONMENT 
ERUUF’s sanctuary (see photos) is a contemporary design of timber beams and wood plank 
roof construction that seats 400 people. The chancel floor is wood with a back wall of simple 
decorative wood panels above full-length brick wainscoting. Above this wall and projected 
forward is a back-lighted wall element with an abstract composition of transparent clear and 
colored plastic inserts. Three chandeliers with four lamps in each are suspended from the roof 
beams in this main space.  

The lectern (“pulpit”) is made in three sections, each on casters. The middle module was the 
location of the previous Chalice. A fourth module stands near the pulpit chairs and holds a 
floral arrangement. Proposals for a floor-mounted Chalice stand are encouraged. 

 

 

 



 

 

Note the standing bell, designed by Tom 
Torrens. Its dark finish (recycled steel) is a 
strong contrast to other materials in the 
sanctuary. It is similar to this Cromwell 
bell, shown at the left. 

Image © Tom Torrens  
  

When the sanctuary is not used for Sunday worship, it is used for other functions and 
activities such as music and dance performances, weddings, and other gatherings that require 
a well-appointed auditorium. When not in use by ERUUF, it is rented to other groups; on 
these occasions, the Chalice is relocated. 

CONCEPTUAL SPECIFICATIONS 
SIZE REQUIREMENTS. To be visible to the congregation yet suitable to its placement in 
the chancel area. To be easily moved by one adult to an off-chancel location. 

MATERIAL. Metal, stone, wood, ceramic, composite, or other materials. 

COLORS. Suitable to the materials utilized and the space around it. 

MOUNTING. A Chalice suitable for placement on an existing surface or on its own easily-
movable pedestal. 

FLAME ELEMENT. To be located within the Chalice at 36” to 42” above the floor, so that 
it can be reached. Sterno or oil lamps are frequently used, but other solutions are welcome. 
The flame height should be adjustable, and it should be possible to safely and easily 
extinguish it. The fuel must be smokeless and odor free. 



DESIGN SUBMISSIONS 
The selection process will require the submission of an initial concept for review and 
comments by the Chalice Team. For that stage we expect to receive an artist bio, a concept 
statement and/or a description of the Chalice, sketches, and proposed cost. Photos of existing 
work are also welcome. After review by the team, a smaller group of artists will be invited to 
remain involved in the process, and we may ask for further material that we can share with 
the congregation. The artist will be chosen following a congregational review; the Chalice 
Team considers the congregation’s input before making a decision. 

SITE VISITS  
The ERUUF Chalice Team will schedule a time for any interested parties to visit the 
Fellowship Sanctuary and to clarify issues or answer questions that may arise. You are 
welcome to attend a Sunday service. If you visit on your own, verify the hours of our services 
on the Web site first. 

View or download this document at  

https://www.eruuf.org/in-community/creating-a-new-chalice.html 


