
May 2025 ERUUF Chalice Circles and Covenant Groups
Agenda: IMAGINATION
Adapted from UUA Soul Matters Materials 

Group Business:

Opening Words and Chalice Lighting:

Imagination is the spirit  
freed to be herself,  

slipping the carbon cuffs  
of convention’s false arrests.  

She picks the locks,  
a laughing Houdini—  

	magician 
of freedom itself.  
[bookmark: _30chzzn7jisg]Rev. Dr. David Breeden
[bookmark: _ufc685o5nmwo]
Check-in: 
Think about the time since we last met. What’s the one best thing that happened to you and what’s the one thing that upset you? (2-3 minutes.  After we share, we will take a moment of silence to center into the present. 

Topic Introduction:
Imagination’s deep magic lies in the way it can reshape our reality. We are urged to imagine the world we dream of. A world with more justice. More peace. More love. From that, a mysterious magnetism arises, a magnetism that pulls our imperfect present into an improved future. Imagination moves us forward. It makes our world - and us - better.

But this view can steal the stage from imagination’s other precious gifts. How about that invisible friend of ours when we were children? Imagination made sure we didn’t travel through those early years alone. It conjured up that loyal friend so we had someone by our side. Imagination doesn’t just improve our lives, it populates it.

Imagination isn’t just a force that drives us forward toward a better future, it also pulls the sacred into our impoverished present. Imagination is what transforms trees from potential firewood into wise friends. Imagination is what moves us from lording over the natural world to seeing ourselves as part of it. Through the lens of imagination, everyday experience becomes precious, even mystical. The laughter of our children becomes the sound of angels. Sunshine on our face becomes a way that life expresses its love for us. The ocean is able to speak, telling us that we are freer and have more choices than we think. And a simple act of kindness from a stranger shimmers, and through it life says to our burdened heart, “This soon shall pass. Everything will be ok.” Imagination enables us to hear the world speak.

Wise Words:

We think we understand the rules when we become adults but what we really experience is a narrowing of the imagination. 
David Lynch

Live out of your imagination, not your history.
Stephen R. Covey

The imagination is committed to the justice of wholeness. It will not choose one side in an inner conflict and repress or banish the other; it will endeavor to initiate a profound conversation between them in order that something original can be born. 
John O'Donohue

I become more and more certain, as the years go by, that wherever friendship is destroyed, or homes are broken, or precious ties are severed, there is a failure of imagination. Someone is too intent on justifying himself, or herself, never venturing out to imagine the way things seem to the other person. Imagination is shut off and sympathy dies. If we know what it is that makes other people speak or act as they do… We might understand. Often we could heal the wounds. But even where that is not possible - even where fuller understanding only leaves us rather sad and helpless, it would still give us the power to be kind.
A. Powell Davies

We suffer more in our imagination more often than in reality.
Seneca

[bookmark: _122z7t5g3odl]Despair, when not the response to absolute physical and moral defeat, is, like war, the failure of imagination.            				Adrienne Rich

Questions for Reflection: 

Did you have a childhood imaginary friend? What gift did they give you?

In your early life, who most helped you imagine possibilities of what you could become? 

How close is your current life to the life you imagined for yourself in early adulthood? How would that younger self feel about the life you are living now? Surprised? Proud? Confused? Curious?

Are you someone who imagines everything that can go right or everything that can go wrong? Who in your life balances you out? Have you thanked them for that lately?

What “imagined life” for yourself has been with you the longest? Might it be time to act on it or let parts of it go?  
Is there more to your “enemy” than what you’ve been imagining?

Responses/Discussion: 

Likes and wishes:

[bookmark: _f8vg5w53dnqp]Closing Words and Extinguish Chalice:
On The Brink 
All that we have ever loved
And all that we have ever been
Stands with us on the brink
Of all that we aspire to create:
A deeper peace,
A larger love,
A more embracing hope,
A deeper joy in this life we share.
 	Rev. Leslie Takahashi


